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tor reduction that addresses these changing family dy-_
namics would be successful.

Family medicine is a specialty that seeks to incor¬
porate the role of family in its practice. Here is an

excellent model to see whether using the family as the
unit of intervention makes a difference in the outcome
of our patients with regard to CHD risk factors. Coro¬
nary heart disease is the No. 1 killer in the United
States and Canada and truly is a familial disease. Isn't
it appropriate that family physicians focus on the pre¬
vention of CHD through a family-centered approach
and perform research to demonstrate that this
approach has benefit?

Charles B. Eaton, MD
Memorial Hospital of Rhode Island
Pawtucket
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