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The placenta produces enormous quantities of estrogens
and progesterone during pregnancy; the resulting high
levels of steroids in the maternal circulation rise steadily
as pregnancy progresses. Since the placenta does not pos-
sess the enzyme systems to accomplish this alone, pre-
cursors for progesterone must be supplied from the ma-
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ternal circulation and precursors for estrogen (rom the
fetal adrenal cortex (the fetoplacental unit for steroid pro-
duction). The functions of the high levels of estrogen and
progesterone during pregnancy are not completely un-
derstood, but some are probable: Progesterone may main-
tain myometrial quiescence and lack of irritability, and it
may serve as a precursor for fetal adrenal corticosteriods.
Estrogen stimulates uterine growth and uteroplacental blood
flow.
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