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E l e c t r o r e d u c t i o n  of  irnlniurn s a l t s  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a l k y l  h a l i d e s  a f f o r d e d  

a v a r i e t y  of a l k a l o i d  d e r i u a t l v e s .  Our method is  v e r s a t i l e  i n  t h e  s y n t h e s i s  o f  

b r o m i n a t e d  l s o q u i n o l i n e  a l k a l o i d s  u s i n g  m i n i u m  s a l t  a n d  bromobenzylbromide  as s t a r t i n g  

m a t e r i a l s  as shown be low.  
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Hydroxyarn~nes  we re  s y n t h e s i z e d  by  t h e  s l m i l a r  e l e c t r o r e d u c t i v e  c o u p l i n g  of  irninium 

+ PhCHOCPh + e .  
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SCE i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  of a s u p p o r t i n g  e l e c t r o l y t e  gave  o n l y  one  s t e r e o  l s o m e r  ( e r y t h r o ) .  

On t h e  o t h e r  h a n d ,  t h e  e l e c t r o r e d u c t i o n  of lrninium s a l t s  w i t h o u t  s u p p o r t i n g  e l e c t r o l y t e s  

or e l e c t r o r e d u c t i o n  a t  more n e g a t i v e  p o t e n t l a 1  a f f o r d e d  two d i a s t e r e o m e r i c  r n l x t u r e s .  
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TBAI P o t e n t i a l  (V u s .  SCE) Yield ( % )  e r y t h r o  : threo 


