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PREFACE 

I ,  a s  t h e  e d i t o r  of HETEROCYCLES, f e e l  more than  happy t o  s e e  a  s p e c i a l  

i s s u e  ded ica ted  t o  P r o f e s s o r  Kyosuke Tsuda t o  c e l e b r a t e  h i s  75th  b i r t h d a y .  

This  a u s p i c i o u s  occas ion  prompts me t o  look back on t h e  v e r y  c l o s e  

pe rsona l  t i e s  wi th  him, which I have had t h e  p r i v i l e g e  o f  enjoying dur ing t h e  

p a s t  40 y e a r s .  

Both o f  u s  a r e  alumni of Urawa High School and he is my s e n i o r  by 15 

y e a r s .  We f i r s t  met i n  1941 when I ,  s t i l l  i n  t h e  g r a d u a t i n g  c l a s s ,  c a l l e d  on 

him a t  t h e  Laboratory o f  Pharmaceut ical  Chemistry,  Tokyo Imper ia l  Univers i ty .  

There I found him f u l l y  occupied,  a s  an up-and-coming a s s i s t a n t  p r o f e s s o r ,  wi th  

s t u d i e s  on chemotherapeut ica .  I t  was a  s e r i o u s  moment f o r  me a s  I was 

p repar ing  t o  advance t o  u n i v e r s i t y .  He l i s t e n e d  k i n d l y  and a t t e n t i v e l y  t o  my 

q u e s t i o n s  about  p o s s i b l e  courses  t o  pursue and then  exp la ined  h i s  own r e s e a r c h  

Work i n  p r o g r e s s .  I was s o  much a t t r a c t e d  by h i s  charming p e r s o n a l i t y ,  h i s  

z e a l  f o r  s c i e n c e ,  and h i s  i l l u m i n a t i n g  d i s c u s s i o n  o f  a r e s e a r c h  a r e a  he was 

about t o  develop t h a t  I decided a t  once t o  choose pharmaceut ical  s c i e n c e .  

I n  f a c t ,  an impetus from him opened my academic c a r e e r ,  whlch i n  t u r n  

brought  me a  l i f ework  --- s y n t h e t i c  chemis t ry ,  e s p e c i a l l y  i n  t h e  syn theses  01 

h e t e r o c y c l i c  compounds, no tab ly  t o t a l  syn theses  o f  n a t u r a l p r o d u c t s .  

The n a t u r a l  p r o d u c t s  i n c l u d i n g  a l k a l o i d s ,  s t e r o i d s ,  poison of p u f f e r f i s h  

and microbial m e t a b o l i t e s  which P r o f e s s o r  Tsuda s t u d i e d  wi th  Such enthusiasm 

never  cease  t o  c a p t i v a t e  those  o rgan ic  chemis t s  who fo l low him --- j u s t  l i k e  

a l p i n i s t s  j u b i l a n t  a t  t h e  s i g h t  o f  snow-capped peaks  glowing i n  t h e  sky yonder!  

We w i l l  t h e r e f o r e  con t inue  t o  devote  o u r s e l v e s  t o  t h e  ha rd  bu t  joyful  t a s k  of 

p e r f e c t i n g  t o t a l  s y n t h e s e s  o f  such p roduc t s  and c a r r y i n g  o u t  o t h e r  r e s e a r c h  

p r o j e c t s  necessa ry  f o r  f u r t h e r  p rogress  i n  o rgan ic  chemis t ry .  

For more than  h a l f  a  c e n t u r y ,  P r o f e s s o r  Tsuda h a s  indeed been a  c o n s t a n t  

source  of i n s p i r a t i o n  t o  those  c o u n t l e s s  people  who have known him. Now I do 

hope t h a t  t h e r e  a r e  many more y e a r s  of happiness  ahead f o r  him. 
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